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It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the 2013 Osteoarthritis Research Society International (OARSI) World Congress being held
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from April 18–21, 2013.
The annual OARSI Congress is a global forum for all people involved in OA research and treatment: basic scientists from academia and in-
dustry, clinical investigators, radiologists, rheumatologists, orthopedic surgeons, physicians in physical medicine and rehabilitation, allied
health professionals and policy makers. In keeping with the diverse, multidisciplinary, international membership of OARSI, our meeting will
feature speakers from around the world presenting up-to-date information on a wide range of topics related to joint damage and OA. This
year’s program includes ﬁve plenary sessions, 16 concurrent sessions and six breakfast sessions. As in past years, and by popular demand,
there will be a debate. This year’s debate will probe we should treat pain or tissue?
A range of topics related to OA will be covered at the Congress including development, genomic technologies, biological joint repair, pain,
regenerative medicine, clinical outcomes and patient expectations, biomechanics, rehabilitation, chondrocyte biology, imaging, biomarkers
and clinical trials. The Congress will closewith the Year in Review inwhich internationally renowned research leaderswill provide an overview
of progress in key areas of OA endeavors.
Mentorship sessions are planned for young investigators, giving them the opportunity to discuss their ideas with leaders in diverse ﬁelds of
research and a special session will focus on a theme chosen by the young investigator sub-committee.
Breakfast workshops allow attendees to meet experts in speciﬁc areas of basic or clinical science. This year’sWorkshops will focus on impor-
tant aspects of osteoarthritis including in vitromodels of OA, genetically modiﬁed animal models, biomechanics, publishing animal studies,
hand OA and more.
We warmly invite you to enjoy what promises to be a landmark World Congress on advances in OA-related research. OARSI has a unique
focus on OA, with an emphasis on the search by academia and industry for a cure. The Congress provides an opportunity to join a global
network of individuals from a broad range of disciplines, working towards a better understanding of OA. Whether you are a returning mem-
ber, or joining us for the ﬁrst time, we welcome you to OARSI 2013 in Philadelphia.Linda Sandell, PhD
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